THE GREAT STATE

aesthetic sense would need far less to seek consolation
and repose in works of pure art.

Nevertheless, in the long run mankind will not
allow this function, which is necessary to its spirit-
ual life, to lapse entirely. I imagine, however, that
it would be much safer to penalise rather than to
stimulate such activity, and that simply in order to
sift out those with a genuine passion from those who
are merely attracted by the apparent ease of the pur-
suit. I imagine that the artist would naturally turn
to one of the applied arts as his means of livelihood;
and we should get the artist coming out of the
bottega, as he did in fifteenth-century Florence.
There are, moreover, innumerable crafts, even be-
sides those that are definitely artistic, which, if
pursued for short hours (Mr. Money has shown
how short these hours might be), would leave
a man free to pursue other callings in his lei-
sure.

The majority of poets to-day are artists in this
position. It is comparatively rare for any one to
make of poetry his actual means of livelihood.
Our poets are, first of all, clerks, critics, civil servants,
or postmen. I very much doubt if it would be a
serious loss to the community if the pure graphic
artist were in the same position. That is to say,
that all our pictures would be made by amateurs.
It is quite possible to suppose that this would be not
a loss, but a great gain. The painter's means of live-
lihood would probably be some craft in which his
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